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P
andemic love. I have personally met couples whose stories personify 
love. They give love, speak of love, bear love until love’s no more. Ben 
& Barbara, whom I am privileged to honour, come from different 
cultures. Their 65 years of togetherness in marriage eloquently 
speak for love. Mum’s ‘never give up pull’ weathered decades of 
tugs and now comes Dad’s turn to pull for mum utterly helpless in a 

hospital bed. Quietly, gently nudging her hand, locking gaze, murmuring a word 
or two of endearment. 

You Tube and Netflix, tabi muna! Pandemic love’s here.  Click on 
the 24 episodes of heart-aching, warm-fuzzy feeling stories direct 
from our Rawmags readers! Between the kwentuhan, Lily’s poem 
to her precious lil’ one and Marthy’s Ibanag romance chaperoned 
by love vocab, savour Sorbetes ni Manong Jelle sa Belgium, be 
inspired by Ms. Universe fashion designer cum trainer Mike Andre, 
spot Nadine Nicole’s featured art in Vogue UK or take a walk down 
Binondo streets and summon the Chinese Lunar New Year. 

For our young readers, do you share social networking trends 
among the Gen Z of Austria? For migrants keen on managing 
finances, check out UK-based Tanya Aritao’s TAYO social venture. 
Did you know that the Philippine Consulate in Frankfurt, Germany re-
opened?  Did you also know that pre-1930’s Philippine manufacture 
and art are stored in institutions outside the Philippines? A global 
inventory of these objects in exile is currently done and you may 
want to contribute information to SOAS University of London, a new partner for 
Roots & Wings.

Each magazine issue tries to build on the earlier one, for social causes as well. 
Rawmags is supporting Art for a Cause by Dennis Valenciano’s team of artists, 
PH and our talented cover artist Jessamine Totanes based in the Netherlands. 
From the Rawmags Team to our own, a hearty benvenuta cara Merlie Sianen, 
Bureau Editor Italy. I’m over the moon with this Valentine publication! Go ahead 
and share pandemic love. 

  From the Editor  
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  A look into this emerging Filipina-German artist’s   
  style, influences & inspiration, as well as details   
  of her piece “Expression” featured in Vogue UK  

Heart-to-heart with 
Nadine Nicole

GERMANY

If you haven’t heard the name Nadine Nicole, I assure you she is one artist to 
remember.  Nadine was born in Frankfurt am Main, Germany, to Filipina and 
German-American parents. She has roots in Opol - close to Cagayan de Oro in 

the Philippines. Her family also spends a lot of time in Camiguin or Cebu.
Nadine completed her Bachelor’s degree in International Culture & Management, 

East Asia management and is currently doing her MBA in Edinburgh. Upon 
completion of her Bachelor’s degree, she started working in the financial industry 
in Luxembourg. Nadine presently resides in Hamburg, Germany, where on top of 
working in finance, she co-founded a sports business.

A big passion for Nadine, art turned into her side dream job in 2016. That dream 
job has certainly opened doors for this aspiring artist. One of Nadine’s paintings 
was recently featured in the Art section of Vogue UK’s Q1 2021 issue.

In this heart-to-heart interview, Nadine talks about her art style, inspiration, 
and influences, particularly culture and travel.

When did you become interested in art / painting? How did you start? 
From an early age, I was interested in drawing and painting… My teachers in 
kindergarten and school always pointed out my interest in drawing and painting. I 
went to a Waldorf School which emphasized creativity and music, therefore it was 
quite easy to continue with art during [my studies]. However, when I [finished] 
school and went to University there was not much time for art anymore during 
the first years. On my semester abroad in Taiwan, there was [more] time [for] 
inner reflection and I re-discovered my passion for art. That was also the time 
when I started my Instagram profile… the feedback was positive and it was a good 
compensation to the intense studying.

What is your most important artist tool? 
Is there something you can’t live without in your studio?
Currently, I am still experimenting with a lot of different tools and supplies, which 
I think is crucial for making good art in the long term. The most essential tool for 
me is my easel, a construction where you place your canvas on. My father, who 

by Rebecca Urbančík Garcia
Images by Nadine Nicole

Expression

18x24 cm oil on card board.—

NADINE NICOLE
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You.Me.Us.

24x32cm Mixed Media on Acrylpaper

also paints a lot as a hobby, gave it to me when I was 
around 14 years old and I still use it to this day. Good 
music is also necessary; it stimulates my creativity 
and puts me in the right mood.

I’ve seen a few of your pieces online… I love the 
colours and textures of your artwork. What are 
some of your favourite pieces? Are your paintings 
for sale?
Thank you very much. My style is very diverse 
and ranges from abstract to figurative art. One 
of my recent favourite pieces are is “You.Me.Us”. 
This painting shows two people and expresses the 
relationship between them… how they become more 
and more interweaved with each other. And therefore, 
[they] risk losing parts of their own identity. However, 
they still keep their eyes on their individual goals, 
which can strengthen or threaten their current 
situation… depending on how they deal with their 
situation. Another [piece that] I like is “Dawn”.  It is 
an abstract painting which deals with the topics of 
contrast, harmony and depth. 

[And] yes, my paintings are usually on sale. I 
publish them on my website and Instagram. In 
addition, I also do commission works, which currently 
make up most of my projects. 

Who are your biggest influences? 
Do you have a favourite artist / painter?
This is a good question. There are many sources 
which influence […] my art and creativity. My family 
is usually one of the first [to] see [my] new pieces, 
and they always give me highly appreciated [and] 
constructive feedback. 

When it comes to artists / painters that I admire, 
these would be Jean-Michel Basquiat, because of his 

  This experience has given me the   
  power to be able to “step out” of cultural   
  boundaries and be able to accelerate the   
  advantages of growing up that way.  
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style and the fact that he was one of the first Afro-
American painters who made it in a white dominated 
art world at that time. David Hockney, for his clean 
and colorful style. Yayoi Kusama ,for her playful art 
and her constant effort to push boundaries during her 
life.

Where do you get your inspiration from? 
What inspires your artwork?
Interaction with different people and traveling are 
[some] of my biggest inspirations. Dealing with 
different cultures and seeing the opposites and 
similarities in them is a huge driving force. The 
colour combinations I find in nature such as sunsets, 
blue skies, the ocean, wild and sea-life, as well as 
traditional textiles [showing] patterns or colour 
combinations, being perfected for decades [are also 
things that inspire me…]

What art do you most identify with?
I like many art genres. My artworks are either abstract 
or figurative or a combination of both. Nevertheless, 
my art is usually colourful and with lots of contrast, 
so for now I really appreciate vibrant and vivid art 
the most. 

Are you working on any new pieces / projects? 
If yes, can you give us a sneak peek on what it 
is about? Perhaps a Philippine “roots” inspired 
piece? 
Yes, there is a piece I created together with Beth Chin, 
an artist friend of mine. It expresses the layers and 
perceptions of a mixed identity (my mom is from the 
Philippines, my father German-American). Growing 
up German and being in the Philippines once a year 
since a young age, really shaped my perception of 
culture [as well as] the connected challenges and 
chances within it. In retrospect, this experience has 
given me the power to be able to “step out” of cultural 
boundaries and be able to accelerate the advantages 
of growing up that way. The artwork is about the 
perception of others and the fact that we all have 
certain filters that influence our views. [This piece] is 
part of an installation, which was [originally] planned 
to be shown in a series of exhibitions in 2020. It stands 
in context with our art collective “All-Related”, which 
[Beth & I] founded together last year. “All-Related” 
connects mixed and multicultural artists from all 
around the world. I hope we can finally realize this 
project this year when it is safe to do so. 

One of your paintings was featured in Vogue 
UK’s Art Gallery section (Q1 2021 issue). 

Untitled Collaborative piece by Beth Chin & Nadine Nicole

FOLLOW

nadine_nicole_art
ON INSTAGRAM

 
AND VISIT HER WEBSITE  

www.nadine-nicole.de 

https://www.nadine-nicole.de/
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Congratulations by the way! How was your 
painting selected? How did you find out that 
it was chosen? Can you tell us a bit more 
about that piece? 
Thank you. This was a milestone in my path as an 
artist so far.  Vogue reached out to me after they 
came across my art online, stating that they liked my 
style and asked if I would be open to a feature. After 
some [consultations together], we agreed that my oil 
painting “Expression” would be a great addition for 
the first [issue of] 2021. Altogether my artworks will 
be published in three issues, which is very exciting […] 
as there has already been amazing people [reaching] 
out to me and supporting me and my art. 

Do you have any special art projects / 
collaborations coming up? Are there any themes 
you would like to focus on in the future?
I am currently working on various exciting projects. 
Besides several international commissions, I am also 
involved in a project together with a musician which 
we will hopefully finalize soon. This year, I also want 
to educate myself even more on traditional Philippine 
art and how to incorporate it into some modern pieces.

I started learning Mandarin four years ago which 
naturally came along with a lot of studying of the 
different characters. These characters themselves 
can be seen as art. On a course in Shanghai, I learned 
more about Chinese calligraphy, a fascinating field 
with lots of history. I am also thinking [of] how to 
incorporate the characters, the technique and ink into 
my artwork.

Do you have any advice for fellow artists 
who are just starting out? 
Give yourself some time and be experimental 
with styles, mediums, and surfaces. Take others’ 
constructive feedback for granted but try to be 
expressive in what you really enjoy as well. In case 
you have not figured this out yet, educate yourself 
about art, the art world, your local galleries, art scene 
and magazines. Also, do not be too focused on selling 
art right from the beginning… When you consistently 
invest time and passion into your art, it will come 
naturally. Lastly, do not be afraid to show what you are 
creating to the world and be genuine and authentic by 
doing so. People are more likely to support you if they 

know your art and who you are as a person. Sometimes this is easier said than 
done, but just trust the process.

On that note, I wish Nadine all the best… With her talent that is beginning to 
be recognized in the international world of art, she brings prestige and pride to 
Filipinos all over the world… Mabuhay!.

Top

DAWN: 30x40cm acrylic on canvas

Bottom 

SKYLINE: 40x40 cm acrylic 

on canvas
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ART FOR A CAUSE
PHILIPPINES

Part of Rawmags’ mission is to promote arts 

and raise funds to support the artists’ and 

magazine’s relevant social causes such as 

health care, climate change, education for 

the underprivileged, or the most common 

emergency funding in time of calamity. Some 

publish their work at subsidized rates.

3

2

1

CONTACT
Dennis Valenciano 
+41 76 324 5527
facebook.com/3MDocupainters/ 
www.tahomni.com 

www.dennisvalenciano.com
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MARKET DAY
Acrylic on canvas, 152.4 x 243.84 cm, 2021. A collaboration by three artists 
Dennis Valenciano, Fred Orig, Leah Divino Samson depicting market day in 
Victorias. The scene is reminiscent of people’s daily lives in the Philippines, 
buying fresh produce from the town market.

Acrylic on canvas
152.4 x 243.84 cm 

2021 Gallery Price
Php1.2M

Artist Price
Euro 13,500 
(P800,000) + shipping 
and insurance

Dennis Valenciano
Fred Orig
Leah Divino Samson
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NEW BEGINNING
Acrylic on canvas 154.4 x 228.6 cm, 2021. A collaborative painting by three 
artists Dennis Valenciano, Fred Orig, Leah Divino Samson in rural Philippine 
setting. Farmers prepare rice paddies for planting with the use of a harrowing 
tool pulled by a water buffalo.

Acrylic on canvas
154.4 x 228.6 cm

2021 Gallery Price
Php1.2M

Artist Price 
Euro 13,500 
(P800,000) + shipping
and insurance 
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STRANDED
A painting that shows 
the saddest truth - the 
impact of pandemic 
among the less fortunate 
in the Philippines. The 
stranded in the terminal 
are people in Manila 
who wanted to go back 
to their provinces before 
the lockdown began; 
those who lost their job 
during the lockdown, 
hoping for a chance in 
their hometown. Credit 
to Richard A. Reyes of 
Philippine Daily inquirer 
for allowing use his 
photographs. 

Acrylic on canvas
50x60cm

2021 Gallery Price 
Euro 450 

CONTACT
Jessamine Totañes 
+31 621 237 697
totanes_jesamine@me.com

www.Jvtotanes.com

Jv Totanes
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MAMANG SORBETERO HELLO PHILIPPINES

Acrylic on canvas
50x60cm

2021 Gallery Price 
Euro 450 

Acrylic on canvas
54x65cm

2021 Gallery Price 
Euro 500
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Words by Louise Baterna
Photo by Sorbetes Ni Manong Jelle

Imagine. It is very cold outside. 
The temperature has dropped 
to freezing points. A flurry of 
snowflakes swirls and kisses 

the ground, forming a mattress of 

wonderful whiteness. You decide it is 
the perfect weather to settle on the cosy 
couch, then cover yourself with a tartan 
plaid, and put on the most romantic 
television series set in the regency era 
of England. The main character, the 
lovely Daphne, the eldest daughter of 
the powerful Bridgerton family, debuts 
in London society and vows to marry 
only for love. 

Sorbetes Ni Manong Jelle: 
The Pinoy’s Madeleine de Proust

BELGIUM
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Sorbetes Ni Manong Jelle: 
The Pinoy’s Madeleine de Proust

The plot unfolds
Daphne accidentally bumps into 

the most eligible and handsome Duke 
of Hastings. This seems all exciting 
but your biggest thrill was not from 
this Netflix blockbuster, but rather, 
from a bowl on your lap, a gluttonous 
amount of crispy champorado.

You give a little shiver as the 
familiar dish, which you remember 
was often served piping hot, is icy, 
crunchy and quickly melted in the 
mouth.

Champorado Ice Cream! 
What better way to swat the gloom 

of dark winter skies than an iced 
dessert that brings you back home. 
Suddenly, you remember your mother 
preparing champorado, this soupy 
weird mixture of rice and chocolate, 
served with dried fish for breakfast 
or as afternoon snack after school 
or when you were sick and needed 
tender loving care. An inexplicable 
warmth invades your whole being as 
the cold, creamy texture touches your 
tongue. Your dopamines levels are 
high. Undeniably, this is a feel good 
moment.

This ice cream 
is your Madeleine de Proust

This porridge-like ice cream is 
one of the many inventive flavours 
proposed by Sorbetes Ni Manong 
Jelle, a small project that fuses two 
cultures, steered by two hearts and 
minds that became one. The union of 
Filipina nurse Kamille Rodriguez and 
Belgian pastry chef Jelle Bories did 
not only bring two beautiful children 
so far but a micro creamery in Sint-
Niklaas (Belgium) that had been 
transforming Philippine desserts into 
ice cream.

Homesickness prodded Kamille to 
make Philippine flavoured ice cream. 
For many years, Kamille kept looking 
for Filipino or at least Asian flavoured 
ice cream but these were difficult to 
find anywhere near them. Last year, 
Kamille, who was on maternity leave 
for their second baby, craved more 

than ever, food that would bring her 
back in the cradle of her birthplace. 

The confinement enforced during 
the rise of Covid 19 cases in Belgium 
also instigated the need for creative 
activities that one can do at home, 
at least while their baby Isabelle and 
their first-born toddler, Sebastian 
were asleep. It was a lazy lockdown 
warm afternoon when out of the blue, 
Kamille and Jelle decided to try their 
hands on their mini musso machine. 
They churned out the first trial of 
home-made ice cream for the family. 
Some tubs were passed on to friends 
and much to their surprise, the initial 
feedback was encouraging. 

After several trial tubs, the official 
launch was made in the summer of 
2020. Sorbetes Ni Manong Jelle was 
born in July, on a year that heralded 
many deaths, including those of small 
entrepreneurs and start-ups. But 
the couple were undaunted and were 
determined to pursue their “passion 
project,” as they fondly call it. “We 
started with a few tubs, testing and 
tasting. We wanted to use only the best 
ingredients and whenever possible, 
to use Philippine ingredients such as 
ube halaya or carabao mangoes or the 
well-acclaimed Don Papa Rum and if 
we can’t or it’s impossible to procure, 
we made them from scratch as we do 
with sauces or rice milk. Sometimes, 
a recipe can be time consuming but 
we persevere because that is part 
of our promise of no short-cuts” 
Kamille said.

Sorbetes is the Philippine definition 
of ice cream, originally made from 
carabao and coconut milk and peddled 
by street hawkers pushing hand 
painted colourful carts filled with 
ice and salt to keep it from melting 
from the tropical heat. Perhaps, in 
the beginning when dairy products 
were hard to find in the Philippines, 
and the first versions lacked the 
creaminess of an “helado,” the 
Spanish word of “sorbete” was used 
instead. But sorbetes is distinctively 
different from the water-based sorbet. 

I discovered 
leche flan and 
I was finally 
introduced to 
the number 
one ingredient 
for Filipino 
desserts: 
(ta-dah….!) 
condensed 
milk...

...something 
that we 

Belgians ignore 
when in fact, it’s 

an ingredient 
within easy 

reach.” 
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The availability of industrial freezing 
machines and the importation of 
cow’s milk have revolutionized the 
production and the quality of ice cream 
in the Philippines but the Sorbetes, 
sometimes pejoratively referred to 
as Dirty Ice Cream, has remained an 
integral part of Filipino cuisine. 

“Sorbetes Ni Manong Jelle,” is 
partly an unconscious introduction to 
Philippine cuisine. It was such a clever 
move to choose an intriguing brand in a 
non-Filipino speaking country to bring 
attention to what was truly Filipino. 
Jelle and Kamille initially came up with 
the “throwback” flavours: ube halaya 
(purple yam), avocado condensada, 
mango, rocky road, and quezo, durian, 
and strawberry. But the inventiveness 
of the couple knew no bounds, yet at the 
same time, accepting that they were on 
a learning curve.

They knew that humility was the key. 
So, they sought feedback and reviews 
and seriously considered suggestions 
from well-meaning clients. They also 
took inspirations from their travels 
and noted new flavours floating in the 
market. From the mainstream, they 
used Ben and Jerry’s as a reference 
for ice creams with cake bites. And 
who wouldn’t have been in awe of 
the famous US-based Wanderlust 
Creamery, the trailblazer of Filipino 
desserts-flavoured tubs outside of 
the Philippines. The Filipino lineage 
of Wanderlust’s owners had greatly 
influenced the creation of incredible 
flavours such as Ginataang Bilo-
bilo, “sticky rice ice cream spun with 
jackfruit sherbet, swirls of potato and 
caramelized saba banana puree and 
handfuls of chewy ubi mochi pieces.” 

Out of the cookbook flavours 
For Jelle, this was a different kind 

of culinary challenge. “The chemistry, 
the flavour combinations, the new 
ingredients, the different textures were 
all exciting. I discovered leche flan and 
I was finally introduced to the number 
one ingredient for Filipino desserts: 

(ta-dah….!) condensed milk,” he 
laughed and added “something that 
we Belgians ignore when in fact, it’s an 
ingredient within easy reach.” And while 
he was obsessed with sugar content, 
mouth feel and how technology can 
be used to their best advantage, Kamille 
was bringing in all the flavours of 
her childhood, validating whether the 
final product was as authentic as it 
should be. 

The result is a series of “out of the 
cookbook” ice cream flavours as mind-
boggling as Black Kutsinta, “this 
chewy, rice flour dessert, topped with 
grated coconut with a hint of smoky 
Molasses from dark brown sugar;” 
Sapin-Sapin, a frozen version of the 
multi-colored rice cake with dairy 
streaks of jackfruit, coconut and ube; 
Maja Blanca (cornflour, coconut milk 
and corn bits), Banana Q (deep-fried 
sugary banana wraps), or meringue-
based desserts such as Sans Rival and 
Brazo de Mercedes….flavours with bite-
size Philippine desserts. Sorbetes Ni 
Manong Jelle’s expanded menu also 



Businesss 19

includes familiar drinks like Yakult, 
Milo Chocolate and Brown Sugar Milk 
Tea; traditional cold desserts such as 
ice buko munggo or buko pandan or 
halo-halo (a mix of ice and fruits), and 
flavours as fun as the peanut bar Choc-
Nut, as modern as the Ube Cheesecake 
and the all-time favourite, Fruit Salad…
all waiting to be devoured in another 
evening of binge-watching or when it 
will be allowed to bring together friends 
and family again. And while crossing 
continents may not be possible with the 
current global health crisis, Jelle and 
Kamille’s sorbetes is what we will look 
for when homesickness sinks in. After 
all, ice cream tops the list of anyone’s 
comfort food.

Trilingual flyers
Bringing Filipino-flavoured ice 

cream to a market whose staples are 
vanilla, chocolate and mocha, however, 
may not be the easiest thing. The 
recurrent question is “what is it?” and 
this requires a serious introduction of 
Philippine flavours and ingredients 

in trilingual flyers and the intelligent 
use of social media – a tool they are 
quite savvy with, using eye-catching 
graphics designed by Kamille, in posts 
that have generated positive reviews 
and a growing following. Kamille is 
grateful for the patronage of the Filipino 
community in Belgium, where a steady 
flow of orders had helped them make a 
breakthrough despite the pandemic.

In a climate of uncertainties, Jelle 
and Kamille are convinced that this 
is the business path they want to 
pursue, even if it means taking small 
steps. Recently, they took a big leap by 
crossing the threshold of Carpigiani, 
world leader in the ice cream machinery 
which founded the Gelato University 
in Bologna, to acquire a professional 
machine that could streamline their 
production in anticipation of their 
growing clientele. The possibilities 
of a wider flavour and product range 
will undoubtedly happen. In the 
bucket are plans for a regular supply 
of international classics and nouveau 
tastes (yuzu, black sesame, matcha) 
as well as limited editions, like Choco 
Peanut Crunch, Lavender Honey, Rose 
Lychee or Spicy Tamarind and the 
launch of Frisco bars with tempting 
flavours such as Jackfruit and Candied 
Cashew, Mango Float, Sweetcorn-
Flakes or Salted Caramel Pretzels. The 
combinations are amazing and if the 
first roll out of tubs were to be used as a 
reference of success, these new flavours 
promise to be a real treat.

Jelle and Kamille form the perfect 
team to run the micro business, 
from production, graphic design 
and packaging, to delivery, juggling 
their time between their regular jobs, 
parenthood, other hobbies that include 
photography and event videography 
plus their home-based ice cream factory. 
Sorbetes Ni Manong Jelle had fortified 
a partnership that had been nourished 
by the couple’s common love of travel, 
a deep sense of curiosity and hunger 
for adventure, qualities that have made 
them click the “meet me” button on 
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FOLLOW

sorbetes.ni.manong.jelle
ON INSTAGRAM

 
AND ON FACEBOOK  

Sorbetes Ni Manong Jelle

an online dating app seven years ago.  
The “itch” is wanting to create this line 
of irresistible creamy desserts and 
a prudent transition of their careers 
from employees to entrepreneurs. 
“We are not thinking of building an 
empire,” said this couple, both in their 
early thirties. “We just want it to be a 
self-sustaining enterprise which would 
allow us to continue doing what we like 
to do. Maybe, we can set up a food truck 
or a tearoom in the near future.” Sounds 
like a totally possible dream for these 
makers of unique artisan ice cream. 

Meanwhile, as you sit in front of the 
television screen, you are enraptured 
by the scene where the dashing Duke 
of Hastings and the fairy-like Daphne 
Bridgerton admit that they have fallen 
in love with each other. But so have 
you…with the Sorbetes Ni Manong 
Jelle.

https://www.instagram.com/sorbetes.ni.manong.jelle/
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With LOVE, from our community 
The funny thing about love is how it defi es distance and chance to 

bind people together. People start off from opposite ends of the world, 
speaking very different languages, living vastly different lives and 
believing diametrically different things but, once that impossible 

connection is made, there it is. Love.

Roots and Wings celebrates the month of Love
with stories from our community.

Love
Compiled & edited by

Betsy von Atzigen & Gloria Hernandez Grejalde
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Marcel and I met in 2012. We 
constantly bumped into each 
other at diplomatic events. He 
was the Marketing Offi cer for an 
ASEAN Embassy in Prague. It 
never crossed my mind that we 
will be together until one fi ne 
evening at an event hosted by 
the Philippine Embassy, Marcel 
asked for my number. We have 
been married for two years and 
celebrated our 8th anniversary
as a couple. 

Prague, Czech Republic

Rebecca Garcia
& Marcel Urbančík

I met Steffen in Bergen fi ve years 
ago through online dating. It was 
my fi rst to go out with someone 
for dinner.  I was nervous and 
so was he, apprehensive of how 
our meeting would turn out. 
Surprisingly, that fi rst meet up 
ushered our forever.  Everything 
went smoothly between us, as we 
imagined and prayed for. Now 
happily married, we look forward 
to our Philippine wedding soon 
this pandemic is over.

Bergen, Norway 

Wella & Steffen Kvisvik

Online dating

Diplomatic Bump
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I met Vania in 2014 on a night 
out while visiting the Philippines. 
We got introduced and kind of 
clicked. A 2-year long distance 
relationship bridged Switzerland 
and the Philippines until I 
moved to Manila in 2016. We got 
married civilly in Zurich, held our 
church wedding and reception 
in Shangri-La Boracay. Our 
fi rst child Emilia was born and 
any day now, we are expecting 
our twin boys. We could not be 
happier how that encounter in 
2014 evolved into something as 
beautiful as our marriage. 

Makati, Philippines

Steven & Vania Feuglister

The Choice
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Love at fi rst sight
It was God’s plan when our 
paths crossed on a cold 
Valentine party organized by 
the Filipino community in 
Atlantis Sheraton Hotel, Zurich 
in 2000. It was Rene’s fi rst 
Asian (Filipino) party. I was a 
tourist, bored and uneasy but 
the ambiance, and scrumptious 
food kept me energized. Then 
I noticed a brown-haired, blue-
grey eyed guy sitting nearby. 
His friend introduced us, 

the last singles at that table. 
Boredom disappeared and so 
did food concentration! He was 
loquacious and nosy, wanting 
to know everything about me 
to the point of annoyance. I 
returned to the Philippines, 
followed by fl owers and 
chocolates. Eventually he did 
and proposed marriage. With 
God’s grace, we celebrate our 
20th anniversary in 2021. We 
believe when we adhere to God’s 
plan, everything falls in place.

Valentine’s Day in Vienna. I was 
25 and engaged to be married 
to my pinoy boyfriend in the 
Philippines. Work colleagues and 
I celebrated in Chatanooga Club. 
There I met Toni. He danced with 
me. Four decades later, three 
grown up kids, two grandchildren 
and a fl ower bouquet every 13th 
of the month strengthen our love 
to this day. 

Vienna, Austria 

Cecile & Toni Cech

And suddenly he was alone. 
His widowed father married 
my German mentor cum best 
friend. Was it love at fi rst sight? 
We lived far from each other 
in Germany and managed a 
Long Distance Relationship. 
A holiday in the Philippines 
and two successive funerals in 
Germany brought us stronger 
together, followed by a proposal 
to marry. 

Germany 

Lou & Achim Borbon

Zurich, Switzerland

Marissa & René Duss

Love at f� st sight
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Jing met Dario, a volcanologist, 
in 1995 in Congo to tackle the 
most challenging job of her life 
as fi rst Reproduction Health 
Coordinator for the UNHCR. 
This was right after the Rwandan 
genocide that displaced 1.5 
million. Both were at the peak of 
their international career when 
they married on 15 February. 
They moved to New York and 
welcomed daughter Francesca. 38 
years abroad, and having lived in 
6 countries (New York, Geneva, 
Congo, Mali, Thailand, and Italy), 
Jing stays connected to her 
Filipino roots and hopes to partly 
retire in the Philippines. She is 
an active Filipino community 
leader empowering Filipina 
woman migrants. Happy 25th 
Anniversary!

Naples, Italy

Jing de la Rosa
& Dario Tedesco

Out of h� d� ip, sw� t Love

When Gavin, an engineer/accountant/
banker and Aimee, an international 
lawyer/ entrepreneur/civil servant 
met in 2017, it was fate and destiny! 
The English and Filipina couple 
got engaged in Portugal in 2019 
and planned an island wedding in 
Shangri-La Boracay in April 2020. 
The pandemic started to make its 
indelible imprint on humanity, hence 
postponed it. And as God planned for 
this couple to be married before the 
world went into full lockdown, divine 
intervention happened on a leap 
day at the most ‘sacred’ place for the 
faithful. The couple were married on 
29th February 2020 at the Vatican 
Church 3 days before Italy went into 
national lockdown. And as for the 
island wedding, it’ll be a renewal of 
vows before family and friends. A 
serendipitous event indeed! 

London, UK

Aimee Alado
& Gavin Blake  Love in the time of Covid
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Two Irish roommates dragged me 
to some Irish band in Manhattan. 
I wasn’t up for it but meant to 
be. It was 1971 Jan and I met. 
The fi rst time he invited me to 
dinner at his apartment was 
near disaster. My roommates 
dropped me off, and I presumed 
he’d drive me back. Instead, he’d 
send me off with a cab which 
got me furious! Jan explained in 
Scandinavia, women took care of 
themselves but seeing me mad, 
he drove me home. Since then, 
there was pick & drop service. 
When we met, I did not know 
how to cook. Surprising to him as 
he learned early on, while I had 
someone cook for us. For dinners 
at my place, he’d give a grocery 
list, and cooked what I bought. 
I washed the dishes though. His 
family was aware, hence I got 
spared from the kitchen at least 
in my fi rst months in Norway. 
Jan is quite reserved whereas 

I’m extrovert and rather loud. We 
Filipinos talk with a high-pitched 
voice, and people think we’re 
angry. After 48 years of marriage, 
blessed with 2 children, and 6 
grandchildren, we’ve learned to 
agree to disagree, when to back 
off and zip our lips!

Oxford, Mississippi USA 

Cora & Jan 
Brusevold

Norway was far from my mind. 
I didn’t know where it was until 
I met Knut. Ours was a long-
distance relationship then he 
expressed his desire to visit me 
in Manila. I couldn’t believe he 
was sincere and remained in 
doubt after receiving a copy of his 
plane ticket and itinerary. Funny 
though, he sent messages at his 
stopover in Amsterdam! I was 
still in bed when he landed and 
took me two hours before I could 
fetch him at the airport. Fast 
forward to today, we now have 
two lovely children and proud to 
be married to a very patient man. 

Bergen, Norway

Cherryl & Knut Økland

Ne�  d� � t�  Love

Unbelievable
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Ruud is God’s answer to prayer. On my 30th birthday I prayed for 
my best state in life. A letter arrived at the Bataan Refugee where 
I worked with the UNHCR / ICMC. From the Land of Tulips & 
Windmills, a lifetime of friendship was born. We’ve been blessed 
with two fi ne boys, a passion for exploring earth’s beauty in a faith-
fi lled union out of his conversion to Catholicism, 33 years on.

The Netherlands

Mary Lou Pimentel
& Rudolf Pieter Heek

We met in Paris in September 
1990 through my Iranian best 
friend. It wasn’t love at fi rst 
sight. I kept running away from 
him until we met again. And he 
did not let me go anymore. In 
1992 as fl owers bloomed, we got 
married. “To fi nd someone who 
will unconditionally shower you 
with love is ultimate happiness.“

Paris, France

Annie & Luc 
Estricomen-Angot

“My dearest darling Mila,
We have been a happy couple 
for 21 years now. I still love 
you (or more) than the fi rst 
day. I couldn’t imagine another 
woman who has so much 
patience. At the moment I am 
causing you more and more 
problems due to health reasons. 
You stand helpfully by my side 
without grumbling and take 

care of me as best you can. I 
am sorry for everything and 
ask for your forgiveness. I hope 
that better (healthier) days will 
come my way again and that I 
can make living together with 
you a little easier. I trust in the 
dear Mother of God of Fatima. I 
ask for her intercession. 

Mila, I love you!  

Aargau, Switzerland 

+Felix & Mila Schwarz

Runaway Love

Love �   � s
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Nineteen eighty-seven
we started as friends

Three years of long-distance 
friendship, we thought would 

never end 

Until we said “I do” three decades 
ago and promised each other

to love one another.
 

We are inseparable in so
many ways especially

on Valentine’s Day

As lovers, best friends, husband, 
and wife stronger together, 

forever and ever.

Winnipeg, Canada

Susan & Herbert Makkink

David & I met through my Bible 
group of single professionals 
back in Manila in 1995. Married 
life saw us moving to different 
parts of the world from Karachi, 
Seoul to Cairo. All have given 
us a wealth of experiences and 
beautiful memories. We both love 
and enjoy traveling from trekking 
to see Gorillas in Uganda to hot 
air ballooning in the Serengeti. 
The most special moment would 
still be our wedding in Boracay 
in 1999. With the song of Charles 
Trenet, La Mer, played at our 
wedding ... “with the love song, 
the sea has rocked my heart
to life.” 

UK/Switzerland

Rica & David Abbott

Insep� able Bible C� nect
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Noong aking kabataan, 
madalas akong nananalangin 
sa imahen ng Sacred Heart of 
Jesus na paglaki ko makatagpo 
ng prince charming na 
kasing guapo niya. Sa edad 
kong 22, ipinadala niya ang 
napakagwapong anghel na si 
Felix. Bakayonista siya kasama 
ang kanyang pitong kaibigan 
na puro Swiss. Nakilala ko 
siya sa pamamagitan ng aking 
kaeskuwela. Nang araw na 
iyon dalawa na lang silang 

magkaibigan na walang 
partner - si Urs na matangkad 
at malaking tao at si Felix na 
maliit. Nagsimula ang lahat 
sa biruan. Ng pumasokk nila 
sa aming silid-aralan, sabi ng 
kaibigan ko,  akin yung malaki 
at sa iyo yung maliit. Sapilitan 
nila akong ipinakilala kay Felix. 
Nagkatinginan kami at nag-
usap. Mula noon, hanggang 
ngayon, hindi na kami 
pinaghiwalay ng tadhana. Aargau, Switzerland

Maria Editha
& Felix Niklaus

“I didn’t come seeking for you, but God gave you to me. I will in 
turn give myself fully to you.”  I tied the knot to a wonderful man 
in 1986. Blessed with four loving children, life was great. Sadly he 
was taken away before our children could become teenagers. We 
treasure memories of a family world tour, Philippine reunions, and 
shared a verse ‘All I ask of you is forever to remember me as loving 
you. Laughter, joy and presence the only gifts you are”  

Tasmania

Regie Pimentel
& +Tony Sherlock

“You’ll see, soon you will feel warm” 
while outside the ground froze.  I 
felt I was the woman character in 
that romantic book I was reading. 
But reality struck, it was him 
and me! We fl ew to Paris for the 
broadway musical “April in Paris,” 
honeymooned in Ibiza, and lived out 
his fi nal moments under my loving 
eye, my weeping arms. 

Berne, Switzerland

Susan Alcario
& +Beat Nagel

Cind� �  a sa Suw� a

Endl� s love
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We were in a Restaurant in Zurich, attending the 
weekly Swiss Philippine Society meeting. The 
Philippine fl ag was on our table which of course 
attracted the attention of Estela, whose table was 
next to ours. That got us chatting, dating, and 
eventually getting married on November 9, 1985. 

Zurich, Switzerland

Peter & Estela Kock

I arrived in Switzerland in 1983 to meet Franz. 
Nothing special then until he courted me like a 
Pinoy with fl owers and chocolates. I prayed to 
Mother Mary for a lasting marriage which came 
along with our baby boy. We lived happily until 
he became ill and left us. I remain grateful for 
his love and promised to pray for him every day 
until I breathe my last.

For both of us it was not First Love, but a Second 
Try in our lives. We both faced the challenges of 
a “Nomad’s Life” wherein every three years, we 
started anew after tearful farewells followed by 
new friends, new cultures, new adventures. We 
have lived together in Singapore, Bonn, Brussels, 
Manila, Karachi, Berlin, Mumbai, Guangzhou, 
Kolkata, Managua, and now Tunis. Here is our fi nal 
foreign post and in August 2021, we shall return to 
Manaoag, Philippines.

Tunis, Tunisia

Rudi & Rita KnustSt Gallen, Switzerland 
Josie & +Franz Scherrer

Sw� t�  love 
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I almost did not make the leap 
to a new job with the Jumeirah 
Beach Hotel in Dubai until I saw 
the sail shaped architecture, 
leading me to the love story that 
changed my life. The opening of 
the hotel brought intense days 
and nights at work. However, 
a friend set me up on a blind 
date with him who has seen me 
a few times from a distance in 
the hotel. We’ve been married 
for nearly 21 years, blessed 
with 2 sons, and have lived in 6 
countries together. My Dad called 
Christoph God’s gift to me and I 
say, Amen!

Hongkong

Michele Mitschiener & 
Christoph Hoefl ich

Niels and I met on Valentine’s 
Day in 1980 “under the swaying 

palm trees in the South Pacifi c.”  I 
was a secondary school teacher in 
Tonga, and he was country head 
of a German Aid Development 
Program. I just signed a 3-year 
contract with a university in Fiji 
and scheduled to leave but got 
delayed due to a hurricane. We 
met again and knew what we 
wanted. In Tonga, marriages 

are conducted with a civil rite, 
followed by a church ceremony 

within 10 days, if not, it gets 
voided. We did ours in one 

day. Forty years on, we are now 
a family of eight living across 

Germany. 

Berlin, Germany

Myrna & Niels von 
Keyserlingk

A not-so-blind Date
Und�  the swaying Palms
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I lived in cold Sweden in the 70s and would rather 
be with family in sunny Los Angeles. It was in 

one of these visits, that my sister Lilia set me up 
over dinner in Beverly Hills with a charming black 
global man. We waited. He was already in bed. A 

phone call later and he turned up apologetic. After 
dinner, as we descended the restaurant’s regal steps, 

we saw ourselves in a huge mirror. Frank said, “ 
Won’t we make a colourful couple?” Three years 
of transatlantic meetings and calls moved me to 

New York. He promised “to be the best investment 
I’d ever make in my life.” Four decades on, I got 

indeed the best returns from a “love investment”: 
three beautiful children and an amazing grandchild. 

Together we travelled the globe, made friends, 
shared blessings and continue to live and love

each other.  

Connecticut, USA

Lolita Valderrama
& Frank Savage

A savage love st� y
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  Philippine Studies UK  

Re-membering 
Philippine objects 
in diaspora

UNITED KINGDOM

Text & images by Dr. Cristina Juan 

Re-membering Philippine 
Objects in Diaspora 

There are more than 
three hundred fifty pieces of pre-
1910 textiles from the Bagobos 
of Mindanao at the American 
Museum of Natural History in 
New York. There are less than 
twelve at the National Museum 
of the Philippines. The Bagobos 
themselves only have photographs 
of their own exquisitely rendered 
textiles from that period. As 
Marian Pastor Roces says, the 
disparity cannot be overstated. 
The vast majority of examples of 
pre-1930’s Philippine manufacture 
and art are stored in institutions 
outside of the Philippines. We only 
have a vague approximation —but 
we do know these objects are out 
there—and in vast numbers.

Ten thousand objects at the 
Field Museum in Chicago, another 
ten thousand at the AMNH, several 
thousand in Vienna and London, 
even more in Spain. All but a 
few of them are kept in storage 
and absent from view, and most 
heartbreakingly, absent from the 
cultural memory of its people. 

Mapping Philippine Material 
Culture in Overseas Collections is 
a global inventory of these objects 

in exile. It is about getting precise 
baseline numbers, exact locations. 
Where can we find examples of 
early 20th century Philippine ikat 
weaving in Germany? Where are 
the Juan Luna paintings in Spain? 
Or where can one find an actual 
sample of those blue silk trousers 
that the Philippine principalia were 
supposedly wearing according to 
Damian Domingo’s watercolours? 
(And as it happens, seven have now 
been found in Northern Europe - 
there are none in the Philippines. 
(https:// philippinestudies.uk/
mapping/tours/show/7)

But more than an inventory, it 
is also about the retelling of the 

It is also about the 
retelling of the story 
of the Philippines 
through its material 
culture 

DAMIÁN DOMINGO

(ca. 1796-1834) Indio de Manila 

(An Indian of Manila) Edward E. 

Ayer Collection.—THE NEWBERRY 

LIBRARY, CHICAGO
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story of the Philippines through 
its material culture. Beyond the 
aggregated accession numbers, 
acquisition dates and foreign 
generic names, the mapping site 
is a way to get the objects to tell 
their individual stories, how or 
why they were made, the rituals 
involved, how they were set in 
motion, purchased or plundered. 
Sometimes, the stories show 
thematic connections across 
regions, similar shapes and ways 
of functioning across the Malay 
archipelago. Patterns emerge, 
stylistic motifs and mutations are 
seen anew. 

Why for example, would 
someone from Marinduque carve a 

crocodile on a coffin, or an Ifugao 
mumbaki make rough cuts on the 
wooden base of a bulul? Where 
do you find versions of the leaf-
shaped dagger? Or for that matter, 
why would an artisan insert a 
“suksuk” into the folds of the back 
of an ivory Madonna? 

The site hopes to open a 
discursive field around these widely 
dispersed Philippine objects and 
hope to remember a disparate, if 
altogether amorphous whole. The 
mapping site, just launched at the 
beginning of the year, is just at its 
first stages, but, even now, a reader 
can sense that the gridlike pages 
contain the material knowledge, 
the evidence, upon which we can 

build new stories, ones that we 
haven’t told. Stories resilient and 
true, filled with the kind of messy, 
foundational intelligence one can 
only arrive at by examining what’s 
been saved.

To access the site: 
 

  https://philippinestudies.uk/mapping/  

 
And we need help! To contribute 

information about an object, 
please click here. 

  https://bit.ly/3t8HFnj  

 
To help us annotate or clarify 
any item description or data, 

please contact us here.

  https://bit.ly/36ufy86  

TROUSERS

silk damask, cotton. 

Accession No. RV-566-16.— 

LEIDEN MUSEUM OF ETHNOLOGY 

(MUSEUM VOLKENKUNDE)

https://philippinestudies.uk/mapping/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdqmhQDpNiwEFfedsZWdPOAKyPhn-o21fc64ukdPoh68Li-9Q/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdOaNXLJs8JHEoX7zmnYdpgqUkq_0W_bQHHp1zHiLntTiSohg/viewform


Travel 35

Before the novel 
Coronavirus hit, I had 
managed to elbow my 
way through the thick 

of Binondo, Manila when crowds 
were at its peak—the Lunar New 
Year. Here is a photographic essay 
to regale you with lucky charms, 
secret shrines, and auspicious 
symbols that will have you 
decorating your kitchen table with 

oranges and thinking on ways to 
magnetize good fortune this year.

This piece is my love letter to 
that part of me that is Chinese (I 
am a third-generation Chinese-
Filipina with Kampampangan 
roots)—a way to celebrate that 
being Filipino is like a glass of 
halo-halo, replete with a variety of 
flavors and colors.

The Year of the Rat in 2020 had 

us scurrying into our hiding places 
to shy away from a virus. RAW’s 
maiden issue for 2021 arrives to 
greet the Lunar New Year of the 
Ox, around the time when you, 
dear reader, will be leafing through 
our latest pages. May fortune and 
good health cross paths with us 
and lend expats who long to see 
their families the mobility they 
need to do that.

THE GLORY AND CHAOS OF THE

Words and Photos by
Lily C. Fen

LUNAR
NEW YEAR

MANILA
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A troupe of young lion dancers, decked in bright colors, 
takes a breath before joining in the festivities in Binondo, 
Manila 

Trinkets to wave in wealth and good fortune are for 
sale in the madness of Chinatown’s streets when droves 
of people usher in the Lunar New Year. My parents
taught me that red was the symbol of life and luck—the 
color of our lifeblood.

Ongpin Street, a place I frequented throughout my 
childhood and teens for dimsum, Chinese bakeries, 
and other treats that my Chinese-Filipino parents 
could not find beyond the streets of Binondo
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Red envelopes, what my parents 
and grandparents called ampao 
in Fookien, contain cash gifts 
given to younger members of the 
family, or employees. They may 
contain a few pesos or hundreds 
or thousands, depending on the 
relationship between giver and 
receiver. My parents always told 
me that red was very lucky as it 
symbolizes life, the color of our 
lifeblood. One can also receive 
ampao during birthdays, special 
occasions such as Christmas, or 
one’s wedding day.

Hordes of Filipinos and Chinese 
alike take to the streets of 
Binondo to greet the New Year. 
What will it be like in the era of 
CoVid?
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Even street children join in the festivities, creating 
their own mini mythical lions out of cardboard boxes, 
adhesive tape, and strips of cloth.

Not just about parades, we spotted this Taoist shrine, 
Jin huá dòng huáng dà xian, on a quiet street while 
taking a break from the madness. Devotees lit incense 
and brought offerings to this “great immortal”. With 
thanks to Yosef Gohoc for translating the Chinese 
pictograms for this photo essay.
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Oranges and pomelos represent highly prized traits—
the golden color that symbolizes wealth, their round 
shape that stands for unity, and their names are 
homophones for wealth and success. Here, these 
fruits decorated in the lucky red color.

Nian is the lion-like monster, here decked in neon 
green, who dances through the streets to drums and 
cymbals during the Lunar New Year. It is said that 
he fears red, the color which adorns every person, 
awning, doorway, and trinket during the New Year.
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Words by Ralph Chan

Entering the digital world. Social Networking Services (SNS) or the 
more well-known term social media are online platforms through which 
people build social networks or with those who have a similar personal 
or professional interest, activity, background, or real connection and 

desire to stay connected to the digital world. Some examples of SNS are Youtube, 
Instagram or TikTok. In general, the relationship between user and use of SNS is 
said to be quite ambivalent. You love or hate social media. There is only black or 

Heart
—to—
Heart

AUSTRIA

  WHY (AUSTRO-) FILIPINO   
  YOUTHS USE SNS  
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white and no grey area. What is clear, 
however, is that we live in the digital 
age, a time when young people can 
no longer imagine without a mobile 
phone, laptop or tablet in their hands. 
Why? Because it allows them as users 
to share ideas, digital photos and 
videos, posts, and online or real-world 
information.

What we can also see is that the 
Internet has become an important 
part of everyday life over the past 
two decades. We basically use it 
for everything, like Google Maps to 
find the way to a place, to search for 
information, to watch YouTube videos 
or to activate Spotify to listen to 
customized playlist of favourite songs. 
Social media has its shortcomings, 
of course, but beyond that, it makes 
lives easier. Take a short trip through 
time and imagine the hurdles we faced 
before Facebook Messenger. It was 
especially difficult for people living 
overseas who had to buy phone cards 
or go to a phone booth to call families 
and friends in the Philippines. All that 
has changed.

“Lahat tayo may 
kakayanang magkwento” 

Digitization has greatly influenced 
and changed lives. Communication 
and connection to the Philippines 
have become easier. One can catch 
local news on site without having to be 
there. The emergence of SNS is of great 
importance to everyone, especially 
young people. We see this in a new 
profession that emerged, the so-called 
influencer (Youtubers, gamers, etc.). 
When YouTube and Co. became well 
known and accessible to everyone, 
influencer as a profession gained more 
popularity among millennials and 
today’s young people, the Gen-Z. Many 

of them are enthusiastic about the 
digital world. In this context let me quote 
a well-known Filipino screenwriter for 
films Himala or Moral Ricky Lee, who 
mentioned in his online workshop, 
in which I myself participated: We 
are all storytellers “Lahat tayo may 
kakayanang magkwento, kailangan 
lang natin ng tapang na magsimula. 
“[“We all have the ability to tell stories, 
we just need the courage to start.”] 
In this sense, it is not surprising that 
the new profession of influencer for 
many Euro-Filipino teenagers and 
young adults is highly popular, because 
they have become content creators 
(influencers) and can tell stories from 
their own eyes. They use SNS media to 
raise their voices and draw attention to 
something, among other things.

Youtube, Instagram, Tiktok, Kumu 
Some of the well-known vloggers 

who benefit from this development 
areIvana Alawi, who previously did 
not play an active role in the Filipino 
showbiz but has gained a lot of followers 
through her content/collaboration 
with other vloggers on her YouTube 
vlogs, on Tiktok and earned money as 
a result. Another successful vlogger is 
Alex Gonzaga - the invisible sister of 
Filipino multimedia star Toni Gonzaga. 
She established her own brand through 
her vlogs and made a name for herself 
in the digital world.

There is also an Austrian couple 
who became popular when they started 
showing the beauty of the Philippines 
and their new home in their vlogs. Not 
only famous people benefited from 
SNS, however. Ordinary people too. For 
example, it became easier for everyone 
to communicate and get in touch with 
their favourite stars. Now, with a simple 
private message or comment on their 

We are all 
storytellers...
Lahat tayo may 
kakayanang 
magkwento, 
kailangan lang 
natin ng tapang 
na magsimula.

Ricky Lee
Filipino screenwriter
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post, anyone can talk to the person they 
have always wanted to get in touch with. 
You can now do that with Instagram, a 
photo and video sharing SNS. When a 
sender suddenly receives a reply to his 
message, he somehow feels visible and 
seen, sometimes even loved. 

While it is difficult in everyday life 
to reach Austro-Filipino celebrities like 
Cindy Kurleto, Vincent Bueno or David 
Alaba, the community can reach them 
more easily through SNS. Another SNS 
is TikTok, a video sharing that has 
become especially popular around the 
time of pandemic lockdowns. TikTok 
allows users to show off their singing and 
dancing skills.

Users can have a duet with their 
favourite artist or join a challenge, as 
many did when the dance challenge 
“It Really Hurts” popped up from 
Mimiyuuuh. Many users also create 
videos or clips where they take a stand 
or give an opinion on the social and 
political situation in the Philippines. One 
of them is Sassa Gurl, known to speak 
up, and celebrated by many millennials. 

At the height of the pandemic, another 
SNS became increasingly popular – 
Kumu. It is a Filipino video sharing and 
e-commerce SNS used as a live stream 
tool. What is striking about this app is 
that a community (they call themselves 
Kumunity) has formed among young 
Euro-Pinoys from all over Europe. They 
seem to be active. They did their own 
audition in January as part of a Barrio 
Fiesta to find the new face of KUMU 

EU. Several Euro-Pinoy streamers were 
invited to cook, sing, dance, or talk to 
their viewers. This gave the audience the 
feeling that they knew the people and 
somehow found a new family. Another 
unique feature is that you can make 
money with livestreams in Kumu, a very 
welcome opportunity for many, in times 
like these.

Austro-Filipino youths 
and social media use

Like any other young people, Austro-
Filipino teenagers love SNS. They grew 
up with technology and use it daily to 
connect with relatives in the Philippines. 
They also create their own content as 
vloggers on YouTube or use clips to draw 
attention to activities of the Austro-
Filipino community on Tiktok. Check out 
the project Tahanang Pilipino Austria for 
instance.

Of course, Instagram is used by many 
young people to upload posts, videos or 
content or to become influencers. Kumu 
is gradually becoming better known 
among the Austro-Filipinos. On the one 
hand, they use it to make new contacts or 
to talk to people, on the other, they show 
their skills as gamers. SNS does not only 
serve as a communication medium, but 
also balances work and private life.

Here is food for thought to anyone 
who wants to better understand today’s 
young people:  learn the different SNSs 
to understand what concerns them and 
affects their everyday lives.
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Words & images by 
Michellan Sarile-Alagao

From her home office in 
London, Nathania “Tan-
ya” Aritao is busy devel-
oping TAYO, coordinat-

ing with team members around 
the world, and conducting on-
line financial literacy workshops. 
For the past few years and 
throughout the lockdown, this Fil-
ipina entrepreneur has called the 
UK her home.

Moving from the Philippines 
to Costa Rica, Massachusetts and 
now England, Aritao is no stranger 
to being a migrant as her curiosi-
ty and entrepreneurial spirit push 
her to explore different countries 
and opportunities. She also cares 
deeply about empowering the 
marginalized. In the Philippines, 

Aritao was part of a social enter-
prise that provides sustainable 
livelihood and training for sur-
vivors of human trafficking and 
sexual abuse. Her work experience 
transformed the way she viewed 
entrepreneurship and social jus-
tice, inspiring her to pursue an 
MBA from the University of Ox-
ford’s Saïd Business School from 
2018 to 2019.

She continues her mission to 
empower vulnerable groups with 
TAYO International — a Lon-
don-based start-up that offers 
simple, rewarding, financial edu-
cation and management tools for 
migrant workers via a mobile app 
and an online community.

 
Born in Oxford

What began as a group pro-
ject for Aritao’s entrepreneurship 
course gained momentum as she 

  TAYO founder Tanya Aritao talks about   
  exciting EdTech social venture  

A start-up that stands 
for and together with 
migrants

LOCATION

  TAYO International   

Is a London-based 
start-up that offers 
simple, rewarding, 
financial education and 
management tools for 
migrant workers via a 
mobile app and an online 
community. Unlike 
other financial services, 
TAYO speaks migrants’ 
language by designing 
tools specifically for them, 
to address their particular 
needs, and meet migrants 
where they are.

What is ‘Tayo’
Tayo is the Tagalog word 
for ‘us/we’ and ‘stand.’ 
This word captures the aim 
of TAYO to stand together 
with migrant workers as 
they take charge of their 
financial health.

You can learn more about 
TAYO on their website: 
https://www.teamtayo.com/
Follow TAYO on social media:

Facebook
 https://www.facebook.
com/thetayoteam

Instagram:
https://www.instagram.
com/thetayoteam/

LinkedIn:
 https://www.linkedin.com/
company/tayointernational/

Email TAYO at
 hello@teamtayo.com
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realized that their work could fill 
a very specific, and vital, need. 
“Post-MBA, a teammate and I vol-
unteered at a London-based group 
for migrant domestic workers. 
When I got to know the workers as 
individuals — hearing their stories 
and their experiences — I felt that 
there was a unique opportunity to 
fill a gap through TAYO in London 
and so I took the idea we had on 
paper and decided to bring it to 
life,” she said.

In November 2020, TAYO joined 
Enterprising Oxford’s #Startedi-
nOxford annual Demo Day, a cel-
ebration and showcase of the Ox-
ford-linked entrepreneurship com-
munity. Around 50 companies and 
ventures were handpicked to take 
part in the very first online demo 
day. During the event, prizes were 
given out to some of the most im-
pressive ventures and TAYO won 
the ASPECT Prize. Aritao shared, 
“that was a very special demo day 
because TAYO was really started in 
Oxford, while I was doing my MBA 
with a great team of peers. It was 
great to be doing something with 
that community.”

 
A unique start-up 

in the midst of COVID-19
The recent global pandemic af-

fected OFWs the world over, par-
ticularly migrant domestic work-
ers who are unbanked and do not 
have emergency funds to fall back 
on. TAYO seeks to help such mi-
grants break out of the cycles of 
debt and financial vulnerability.

In order to strengthen the ven-
ture, Aritao applied TAYO for the 
Aspect Student Accelerator Pro-
gramme (ASAP). This is a flag-
ship four-month social sciences 
student and alumni accelerator 
hosted by the London School of 
Economics and Political Science 
to support and scale socially re-
sponsible student and alumni ven-
tures, from eight of the UK’s top 

universities. TAYO was one of only 
nineteen ventures from around the 
world that was selected, and the 
only start-up founded by a Filipina 
included in the lineup.

“That was a big first for TAYO, 
being a part of the accelerator. 
Given the situation of starting a 
business during the COVID-19 
pandemic, having the support 
of mentors and a community 
of founders and ventures going 
through similar stages of develop-
ment was both reassuring and ex-
citing.” Aritao delivered a pitch at 
the ASAP Demo Day last January 
27, where TAYO won first place in 
the Learning Track.

 
TAYO in 2021 and beyond

“I think we’ve done a lot of learn-
ing in 2020,” Aritao shared. “The 
challenge is to keep our custom-
ers, their concerns and their pains, 
at the center of the work being 
done.” Last January, TAYO began 
testing the mobile app prototype. 

In the first few weeks that the pro-
totype was released, around eighty 
people across ten countries were 
part of the initial batch of testers. 
“These include testers from places 
such as the UK, the Philippines, 
Hong Kong, Quatar, Japan, the 
Netherlands, and so on. It’s really 
exciting to see how we can reach 
possible partners and migrants in 
those places.”

TAYO continues to conduct on-
line financial literacy workshops 
for migrant domestic workers and 
is expanding its presence on social 
media to reach more of its client 
base, as well as potential partners 
and investors. There is also a cus-
tomized membership plan for the 
TAYO community in the works. 
“We want to be doing more of what 
we were doing last year, which is 
really building relationships with 
real migrants, learning from them, 
and learning together,” Aritao said.

“One of the migrants who start-
ed attending the online financial 
literacy workshops just this month 
said, ‘Tanya can I ask a question?’ 
and I said, ‘Yeah, of course.’ She 
asked, ‘Where have you been all 
these years?’ She was probably 
starting to realize the lessons that 
she was learning now and what 
could have been different with her 
life, had she learned them many 
years ago, when she first started 
working abroad.

That was such a precious mo-
ment. It showed me the opportuni-
ty that we have to support migrants 
in a special way and the impact that 
we are making. It was bittersweet, 
to know that we could support mi-
grants like her in a tangible way 
and know there was a sense of loss 
over the missed opportunities she 
had to invest in her future, take 
care of herself and have more sta-
bility as a migrant. TAYO certainly 
has a space to fill in the world of 
migrants and I am excited about 
where we are headed.”  

We could support 
migrants... in a 
tangible way and 
know there was 
a sense of loss 
over the missed 
opportunities she 
had to invest in her 
future 

Nathania “Tanya” Aritao
Founder—Tayo International
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Words & photos by
Philippine Consulate General Frankfurt DE 

In 2018, the Filipino diaspora was abuzz about the opening of Philippine 
embassies and consulates around the world to extend the reach of the 
Philippine government. With the decision to open missions in Copen-
hagen, Houston, and Frankfurt, the Duterte administration fulfilled its 

promise. So in August 2018, with suitcases in tow, half a dozen men and women 
from the Department of Foreign Affairs in Manila headed some 17,000 kilome-
ters west and arrived in the land of beer and sausages.

Welcoming the group was that summer’s European drought and unusual-
ly hot weather.  While temporary accommodations were arranged close to the 
city’s Altstadt and Zeil shopping district, their hotel lacked air conditioning, not 

  Rawmags affirms its commitment   
  to the Euro-Filipino community in partnership   
  with the Philippine Consulate in Frankfurt.   `

Consulate in Frankfurt 
reopens to serve 
southern Germany

GERMANY

Philippine Conulate General
Communications Section

Westend Carree, 1st Floor
Grüneburgweg 16-18, 60322
Frankfurt am Main, Germany

Trunkline:
+49 69 870066900

Hotline No.:
+49 151 6248-7425

Assistance-to-Nationals: 
+49 151 5354-6841

 Shown in the photo is Consul 

General Austria-Garcia (3rd from 

right) with Hon. Axel Wintermeyer 

(4th from right), Minister of State 

of Hesse and Head of the State 

Chancellery, during the presentation 

of credentials ceremony at the 

Hessian State Chancellery in 

Wiesbaden on 20 November 2018—

DFA.DE
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unusual for Germany, and hours were 
spent trying to figure out how to prop-
erly open those windows. 

Another challenge was the group’s 
fluency in the German language. Many 
now regretted taking their required 
beginner’s course in the German lan-
guage lightly, as they responded to 
local merchants with bewildered fac-
es. Fortunately, representatives of the 
Philippine Tourism Office in Frankfurt 
and Filipino-Germans, who were con-
tracted to assist the group, provided in-
valuable assistance.

Opening the consular post would 
be no easy task. The checklist in-
cluded finding appropriate office 
space, its furniture and equipment, 
and suitable living quarters, opening 
bank accounts, and contracting local 
hires.  Countless available properties 
were visited throughout the city, from 
shared workspaces to villas to high ris-
es. Finally catching their eye would be 
an 800-square meter office space in a 
relatively new building complex in the 
Frankfurt’s Westend district.

Only following the signing of the con-
tract to lease the premises in December 
2018 did the German Federal Foreign 
Office consent to commence the pro-
vision of consular services. Hence, in 
January 2019, the Consulate opened its 

doors to the public.  This was immedi-
ately followed by the arrival of the sec-
ond group of the Consulate’s personnel.

Leadership
Veteran diplomat Evelyn D. Aus-

tria-Garcia would be tapped to head the 
newly-opened post.  Considered among 
the most seasoned career officers in the 
DFA, her foreign assignments included 
stints in Malaysia, Netherlands, Unit-
ed States, France, Norway, Czech Re-
public, Timor-Leste and Portugal.  She 
would hit the ground running upon her 
arrival, embarking on calls with State 
and Protocol officials of the German 
federal states under the Consulate’s ju-
risdiction – Baden Wuerttemberg, Ba-
varia, Hesse, North Rhine Westphalia, 
Rhineland Palatinate, Saarland and 
Thuringia.     

Under Consul General Austria-Gar-
cia’s tutelage, the Consulate team would 
soon find out that their new assignment 
would be no picnic.  Excellence and an 
unparalleled commitment to serve the 
public were expected. Thus, various 
gatherings would be arranged to meet 
with members of the Filipino-German 
community with the objectives of ex-
pounding on the Consulate’s work and 
listening to their concerns.    

In the economic front, the Consulate 

The officers and staff of the 

Consulate pose with Deputy 

Speaker Loren Legarda during the 

National Day reception in June 

2019.—DFA.DE
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strove to further promote increased 
two-way trade between the Philippines 
and Germany.  Roadshows, such as the 
“Investment in and Recruitment from 
the Philippines,” held in Frankfurt, 
Stuttgart and Munich in June of 2019, 
was staged in collaboration with the 
Management Association of the Phil-
ippines.  Philippine delegations and 
exhibitors participating in a multitude 
of trade and tourism fairs would be ex-
tended assistance.

Consular services
The Consulate also sought to provide 

the German public with a better appre-
ciation of Philippine culture.  Towards 
this end, activities such as exhibits, 
fashion shows, culinary events, con-
certs and lectures were staged.   

No area would be as important as 
the provision of Consular and Assis-
tance-to-Nationals services.  In 2019, 
the Consulate served over 4,400 ap-
plicants and their requirements for 

passport renewal, visas, document 
legalization and registration of vital 
civil events.  Outreach missions were 
extended to far-flung localities to bring 
services closer to the doorstep of our 
countrymen.  And, the registration of 
Overseas Voters for the 2022 Philip-
pine national elections began in De-
cember 2019.   

2020 would prove to be a year unlike 
any other.  The effects of the corona-
virus pandemic would be felt in every 
facet of our lives, including the opera-
tions of the Consulate.  Adversity, how-
ever, breeds resilience and the Consu-
late aimed to adapt and find new ways 
of doing things.  

This year, with the provision of vac-
cines as the silver lining during this 
pandemic, the Consulate hopes to fur-
ther improve the provision of consular 
services.  Online discussions in real 
time with members of the Filipino com-
munity have been planned to tackle the 
most frequently asked consular ques-
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tions, including the current travel re-
strictions and the required registration 
of civil events for Filipinos overseas 
such as Reports of Birth, Marriage and 
Death

The Consulate shall continue to raise 
awareness of economic opportuni-
ties during this difficult time.  Among 
its scheduled webinars is a discus-
sion on sustainable agriculture with 
multi-awarded entrepreneur, Cherrie 
Atilano, an advocate of women and the 
youth in agriculture, agri-technology, 
malnutrition eradication and the re-
sponsible production and consumption 
for the future of food.

Several special cultural activities are 
likewise in store in 2021. The Consu-
late hopes to inaugurate this year its 
Sentro Rizal, which would serve as an 

in-house facility to promote Philippine 
art, culture and language. Throughout 
the year, events will be organized to 
celebrate half a millennium of Christi-
anity in the country.  And, due to pop-
ular demand, a fashion show will again 
be staged, this time featuring tradition-
al Philippine pre-colonial attire by a 
Milan-based Filipino fashion designer.

The past two years have been a 
learning experience for the men and 
women of the Consulate, with several 
challenges faced in its opening and lat-
er the constraints imposed by restric-
tions on movement and in-person con-
tacts. The group remains eager, howev-
er, and, with the Filipino community as 
its partner, looks forward to continue 
providing efficient and effective service 
in the years ahead.

Photos show Secretary Teodoro 

Locsin (right) speaking to members 

of the Filipino-German community in 

Munich during a town hall meeting 

at the Maritim Hotel in February 

2019.—DFA.DE
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  Going against all odds, fashion designer to the stars Mikee   
  Andrei overcomes the obstacles caused by the pandemic   
  and endures because of her one true love: fashion design.  

For the love of it all
MANILA

Text by Donna Patricia Manio 
Photos by Gideon Estella
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Mikee Andrei is a queen 
for queens. More than 
being well-loved by 
countless brides and 

Filipino A-list stars like Vina Mo-
rales, Bianca Valerio, Janine Gut-
ierrez, and Megan Young, she is 
a queen because of her steadfast 
devotion to fashion design. With 
ballrooms and wedding venues 
empty due to the pandemic, no 
one was buying couture---and why 
would they? Most people are bent 
on survival. But for Mikee Andrei, 
designing is a way of life, of living.

“I have to admit it has been very 
difficult, because of the pandem-
ic. I had to come up with a clear-
ance sale at the lowest rate we've 
given and also expanded to an-
other business for survival. Also, 
I’ve made some fashionable face 
masks. Presently, while things are 
moving forward, with the help of 
my family, we've been thriving and 
surviving together with both my 
atelier and food business running,” 
Mikee shares. “It has been great 
getting in touch with colleagues 
who are also friends to get moral 
support while showing optimism 
towards each other. Giving each 
other support these trying times 
is beautiful. And we in the fashion 
industry are still standing and sur-

viving. This too shall pass.” Armed 
with a positive mindset, Mikee re-
mains steadfast in her vision as a 
designer. 

Mikee wasn’t always a fashion 
designer but being one has always 
been in her design. She always 
sought to make women of any 
age feel and look beautiful—this 
was her vision and reason for be-
ing.  As a young college student 
in Bohol, she was fascinated with 

dressing women, particularly her 
sister, mother, and grandmother. 
However, Mikee ended up in the 
BPO industry and stayed there for 
many years. But with pure grit, de-
termination, and love for fashion 
design, she was able to shift to de-
signing clothes. She took up fash-
ion design in the Fashion Institute 
of the Philippines and the rest, as 
they say, is history. 

This year, Mikee Andrei cele-

PREVIOUS PAGE:

THE QUEENDOM: Mikee Andrei with muses 

Miss Universe Philippines titleholders Miss 

Bohol, Pauline Amelinckx, who hails from 

Belgium (R), and Miss Cavite Billie Hackenson, 

who comes from the United Kingdom (L).

Billie and Pauline, two of Mikee Andrei’s muses, 

have European roots. The fashion designer 

loves working with them for their smarts and 

straightforwardness. 
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brates her 10th year in the fashion 
industry, a testimony to all her 
hard work and creativity. In her 
decade of designing, she has al-
ways maintained her philosophy 
of making women look their best. 
“Femininity and romanticism has 
always been a look in every piece 
or collection I make. I am in love 
when my dress makes a girl a 
woman, and when a lady feels at 
her sexiest regardless of size and 

shape. That is an accomplishment 
to me. That drives me to do more 
and be better each day.” Mikee also 
marries her feminine aesthetic 
with functionality and versatility, 
as this is, to her, are some of the 
hallmarks of Filipina style. “I have 
observed that we want to have a 
dress that is beautiful but at the 
same time not for a one-time use. 
We want it to be functional in a 
sense that it could be styled many 
times and worn to several occa-
sions.” 

Her bridal and fashion pieces 
also got the attention of Aces and 
Queens, a well-respected beau-
ty camp known to nurture some 
of the country’s top models and 
beauty pageant titleholders.  To-
day, Mikee is one of the trainers 
who coaches young ladies, so they 
can represent the country in the 
world stage with pride. Through 
her work with Aces and Queens, 
Mikee serves as a mother to future 
queens. 

Her most current muses are 
Miss Universe Philippines ti-
tleholders Miss Bohol, Pauline 
Amelinckx, who hails from Bel-
gium, and Miss Cavite Billie 
Hackenson, who comes from the 
United Kingdom. When working 
with them, Mikee has nothing to 
say, but great things. “I appreci-
ate working with them despite the 
cultural differences, which actually 
is an opportunity for me to widen 
my creativity from their inputs. 
They’re very smart. And I have 
observed their qualities –they’re 
so straightforward and I like that 
about them. It somehow makes 
work easier.” 

As one of the country’s well-
loved designers who represents 
the Philippines in the global stage 
through her work, Mikee has al-
ways thought of elevating Philip-
pine fashion design. For her, it’s a 
matter of being innovative. “I am 
fortunate to be part of this industry 

wherein we are hungry for beau-
ty and express thru our creations 
and passionate about what we do 
despite difficult circumstances we 
face. Philippine fashion evolves 
all the time, but what is exciting 
about Filipino designers is the gift 
of innovation. Yes, our designs can 
be derived from trends set inter-
nationally, but as artists, I can see 
from my colleagues and friends 
that we always incorporate our 
aesthetics to whatever trend there 
is or somehow unintentionally, 
we set our own trend and make it 
work.”

This deep love for fashion de-
sign, all things beautiful, and in-
novation is definitely something 
Mikee could share with young, 
aspiring Filipino designers, who 
during these tough times, may be 
struggling to sustain their craft. 
For these young designers, she 
has some words of encourage-
ment. “Dream big for your love 
of it all! However ambitious your 
fashion design dream is, know 
in your heart that every dream 
is valid. What comes after that is 
hard work, which will lead you to 
achieve your dream and the fulfil-
ment of your passion.” Mikee says 
this with all fierceness and love, a 
queen in her own right.

Special thanks to:
Photographer: Gideon Estella 
Makeup: Carissa Cielo Medved 
Hair: Dave Grona 
Accessories: Christopher E. Munar
Shot on location at Okada Manila’s Villa 
Coron

“I have observed 
that we want 
to have a dress 
that is beautiful 
but at the same 
time not for a 
one-time use. 
We want it to 
be functional in 
a sense that it 
could be styled 
many times and 
worn to several 
occasions.”
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mine & not mine

i look into your
coffee eyes

brilliant in the afternoon light
there you are
the very spark of you

so grown up
despite your 9 kilograms
baby face
and clumsy expressions

i see you
your pinpoint pupils in the growing light
your giant spirit
your glowing smile

you are mine yet you are not mine
all i have is
borrowed time to love you
borrowed time to bask in your lov

tummy to tummy

seven weeks after
giving birth to you, my son
strip off our clothes
hop into
bed

tummy to tummy
we are

bellies breathing into each other
yours and mine

one tiny orb
and a land that once held you

Poetry by Lily C. Fen
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tummy to tummy

seven weeks after
giving birth to you, my son
strip off our clothes
hop into
bed

tummy to tummy
we are

bellies breathing into each other
yours and mine

one tiny orb
and a land that once held you

But joy

joy with you means two 
arms
lifting you in the air

your squeals
of delight as bright
as the summer sun
that smile on your face as 
perfect as the moon

a pristine O with your two 
milk teeth
that gleam in your eye joy is being too busy to hold 

pen to paper
when my hands are busy 

holding you

fingers wrapped around 
your round belly

the beat of your heart 
against my knuckles

my mama joy is the sound 
of your ecstasy unfiltered

all you know is truth

when your heart leaps, 
you squeal excitement
neither fear nor doubt
clouding your giggles 

of glee
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Why the Sea Longs for the 
Moon, an Ibanag Romance

Nothing lasts like a good love story. After all, is the churn of attraction, rejection, union and 

reunion not the dynamo that drives generations forward? In the same vein as our primetime 

dramas and blockbuster romantic comedies, our ancestors celebrated love through stories, 

poetry, and song. Indeed, so much of the mysteries of the natural world they explained 

through tales of romance with a cast of deities and mortals alike. This was one such tale:

Words & image by Marthy Angue 
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Nothing lasts like a good love story. 
After all, is the churn of attraction, 
rejection, union and reunion not the 

dynamo that drives generations forward? 
In the same vein as our primetime dramas 
and blockbuster romantic comedies, our 
ancestors celebrated love through stories, 
poetry, and song. Indeed, so much of 
the mysteries of the natural world they 
explained through tales of romance with a 
cast of deities and mortals alike. This was 
one such tale:

When the Ibanag children looked out 
off Cagayan’s ancient shores, they were 
bound to notice how the tides seemed to 
follow after the moon. The fishermen old 
enough to remember why this was would 
huddle the children together and tell them 
of Vulan, the moon, who was the Sun’s 
daughter, and Dannum, water, who was 
the Ocean’s son.

The world was as young as they were 
in those days and was ruled by Cosmic 
Laws that everyone, mortal or immortal, 
must obey. One of those laws divided the 
cosmos into three kingdoms - the Skies 
Above, the Earth Around, and the Waters 
Below - and another forbade the denizens 
of these realms from meeting. Ah but you 
remember: Vulan and Dannum was as 
young as the world in those days and the 
young, even then as now, will tend to stray.

It was Vulan who strays first in this tale, 
finding herself closer to the horizon than 
the old laws permitted. It was there that 
she meets the handsome Dannum whose 
seawater face reflected back her beauty 
like a motley of dancing stars.

The two spent that first night 
exchanging stories of their respective 
realms and, when one night proved not 
enough, she met him on the horizon for a 
second night. And then a third.

And then a fourth. And so on and so on 
until it was finally clear to both of them 

what had happened: they had fallen in 
love.

Not everyone shared that happiness 
however. Just as every teleserye has 
twisted since the dawn of time, jealousy 
creeps in to spoil joy. Vulan’s beauty has 
been intolerable to her cousins, the stars, 
to begin with. And now, Vulan is also in 
love? Happily in love? Outrageous, they 
thought! Unacceptable!

It was the stars who told the Sun, ruler 
of the Skies Above, about his daughter’s 
dalliances. “She broke the Cosmic Law” 
they cried. “She must be punished!” The 
Sun felt for his young daughter, yes, but 
the Laws were the Laws and the denizens 
of Sea and Sky were forbidden, forbidden, 
forbidden to meet.

He told his daughter to stay out in the 
gardens of the sky as he sent word to the 
Ocean who ruled the Waters Below. The 
Sun’s daughter has broken the Cosmic 
Law but so has the Ocean’s son.

The Ocean however was a far crueler 
father than the Sun. For his crimes, 
Dannum was chained to the caves at the 
bottom of the sea and locked there for 
all of time. And while Vulan eventually 
escaped her father’s garden to return to 
their meeting place, Dannum could only 
see her light pierce the water. “Vulan!” he 
would cry all night. “Vulan! Vulan!” until 
the silver light waned and the golden light 
of dawn replaced it.

Whenever Vulan remembered Dannum, 
she would return to their meeting place 
and every time Dannum saw Vulan’s 
light, he would struggle out of his chains 
after her. This was, as the old fishermen 
knew, why the tides rose and fell with the 
movements of the moon: Dannum rattling 
his chains and raising the sea to call out 
to Vulan who nevertheless returned home 
grieving over his absence.
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A courtship that happens in 
the prospect’s home where 
the parents can similarly be 
buttered up.

Literally, an “Answer” but 
it’s only a “sagot” in this 
context if the “sagot” is “yes.” 
A “Matamis na Oo” (a “sweet 
yes”) is what every young 
Filipino suitor hopes to receive 
from their beau, at which point 
the “Ligaw” proceeds into 
either the traditional gauntlet 
of old-school Filipino courtship 
or the more contemporary 
gauntlet of modern Filipino 
dating

A serenade, usually outside 
the prospect’s house and often 
accompanied by the suitor’s 
friends. It is customary (at 
least in Filipino comedies) 
for a prospect’s parents 
to ward the unwanted 
musical intruders off with a 
chamberpot full of urine.

Words & image by Marthy Arguelles Angue 

Love may be a universal language 

but it does have its local accents. A 

Shakespearean Sonnet, a Hollywood Rom-

Com, and a Korean Soap Opera may all 

celebrate the same essential ingredients of 

human romance but each one flavors them 

distinctly with cultural quirks and unique 

traditions. It should be no surprise then that 

we Filipinos would have our own cache of 

romantic gestures, rites of passage, and age-

old tropes that persist to the 21st Century. 

Now, while the Philippines does have as 

many different cultural expressions of love 

and courtship as it does islands, knowing 

the following concepts should give you a 

good idea of what’s going on in the Star 

Cinema film or GMA teleserye you’ve found 

yourself streaming.

akyat ligaw
Harana

TeRms of
EndeArmeNt

A Vocabulary of Filipino Love and Courtship

Sa
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kyat ligaw

Because it is customary for men to initiate a 
courtship, men with very obvious crushes who 

nonetheless seem to drag their feet towards 
that first date will tend to incur the full brunt 

of the “tuksuhan” (see above.) This man will be 
branded a “torpe” it is an exceedingly annoying 

position to find yourself in.

Think of a pit. Think of a deep 
dark pit on the inside of your 
soul, formed out of the gaping 
chasm that is unrequited 
affection. “Hugot” is passive-
aggressive pulling (literally, 
“pulling”) punchlines out 
of that pit to establish one’s 
loneliness. 

A Filipinization of the word 
“busted” and is the state of 
courtship cut short of an 
interminable marriage.

VS

Tuksuhan Torpe

tulayligaw

Basted
Hugot

Sagot

Literally, “teasing.” Essentially, this is matchmaking via 
social pressure. In much the same way nature abhors 

vacuums, friend groups and other social circles have a 
kind of intrinsic compulsion to pair-off its singles in as 
unsubtle a fashion as possible. An anthropologist might 

have a field day observing this in the wild.

Literally a “bridge.” If the 
“torpe” gets fed-up with the 
“tuksuhan,” he may ask his 

annoying friends to just help 
him if they’re so hell-bent on 

seeing the pairing happen. 
Westerners would recognize 

these as “wingmen.”

“Hopelessly lost” or “actively 
courting” depending on how 

you pronounce it but honestly, 
it’s the same banana.
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Roots & Wings e-Magazine for Filipinos in Euope welcomes Merly Sianen as 
Bureau Editor Italy. She comes from the province of Pampanga and has been 
a resident of Rome, Italy for over  two decades. “When in Rome, do what the 
Romans do!” has guided her since relocating to Italy while simultaneously 
living a rich Filipino tradition and culture.

Merly is actively engaged in community life, as Secretary to the fraternal 

group Vatican Knights Lady Eagles Club, consultant to the Federation of 

Women in Italy, and joins the Banal na Pagaaral Group during her free 

time. Her participation  in these groups helps preserve and conserve 

Filipino heritage, having common interests  and objectives focused on  

camaraderie and unity among Filipinos outside the Philippines.

As International Property Ambassador,  Merly calls for the promotion of 

the beauty of the Philippines’ natural resources, the beaches and also the 

modern way of living especially in Metro Manila and other key cities like 

Cebu, Iloilo and Bacolod. Her utmost mission though is to assist Filipinos 

put into valuable use their earnings abroad.  

PRESS RELEASE
THE FILIPINO E-MAGAZINE IN EUROPE
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